
























1.1. Considerations preceding the nomination

a) Local support and vision

b) Location



c) Governance

d) Funding

e) Activities

1.2. Biosphere reserves as learning sites for sustainable development: three
integrated functions (Article 3, Statutory Framework)



1.3. How to nominate a biosphere reserve



Participatory process for the nomination of Savegre Biosphere Reserve,
Costa Rica

1.4. How to initiate a nomination



1.5. How to prepare a nomination file



Nomination process in Voxnadalen Biosphere Reserve, Sweden  



1.6. What is the Designation Procedure? (Article 5, Statutory Framework)

Preparatory
process

Submission
of the 

nomination

Examination by
the IACBR –

recommendations

Review by
the Bureau

of MAB-
ICC

Endorsement
of the 

nomination
by MAB-ICC

1.7. How to nominate a transboundary biosphere reserve

Pamplona conference



The ‘W’ Region Transboundary Biosphere Reserve, Benin, Burkina Faso
and Niger



Pamplona Recommendations

: The Intercontinental Biosphere Reserve of the Mediterranean (IBRM), 
Morocco/ Spain



1.8. What are multi-designated sites? 



Designation Objectives
Biosphere
reserve

World
Heritage Site

UNESCO
Global
Geopark

Ramsar site

1.9. How to extend an existing biosphere reserve



: Extension of Cibodas Biosphere Reserve, Indonesia

1.10. How to rename a biosphere reserve

1.11. Review of a biosphere reserve



1.12. How to voluntarily withdraw a biosphere reserve (Article 9, Statutory Framework)

: Voluntary withdrawal of the Untere Lobau Biosphere Reserve, Austria







 ‘a
mosaic of ecological systems representative of major biogeographic regions,
including a gradation of human interventions. It should be of significance for
biological diversity conservation. It should also provide an opportunity to explore and
demonstrate approaches for sustainable development on a regional scale’

2.1. Size

the site should have an
appropriate size to serve the three functions of biosphere reserves

2.1.1. How to determine if a biosphere reserve has the appropriate size to serve the
three functions (Statutory Framework, Article 4, paragraph 4)



: Utwe Biosphere Reserve, Federated States of Micronesia



2.2. Zonation (Statutory Framework, Article 4, paragraph 5)

A legally constituted core area or areas devoted to the long-term protection of
biodiversity, according to the conservation objectives of the biosphere reserve, and of
sufficient size to meet these objectives

A buffer zone or zones clearly identified as fulfilling buffering functions,
surrounding or contiguous to the core area or areas, where only activities compatible
with the conservation objectives can take place.

An outer transition area where sustainable resource management practices are
promoted and developed. 



2.2.1. What components are required in the zonation of a biosphere reserve?



: Ecosystem approach to zonation: Arganeraie Biosphere Reserve, Morocco





2.2.1.1. Core area: legally constituted core area(s) devoted to long-term protection



a. Degree and type of protection

b. Size

c. Role of conservation, sustainable development, research, monitoring,
education and training

d. Performance standards

2.2.1.2. Buffer zone: clearly identified zone(s) surrounding or contiguous to the core
area(s), geographical definition





Buffer zones in Wienerwald Biosphere Reserve, Austria





a. Regulation of activities and resource use

b. Role of conservation, sustainable development, research, monitoring,
education and training

c. Performance standards

2.2.1.3. Transition area: an outer transition area where sustainable resource
management practices are promoted and developed, geographical definition



a. Level of development, activities (industry, mining, power stations, cities)

b. External limits of the transition zone

c. Role of conservation, sustainable development, research, monitoring,
education and training  

d. Performance standards



Specific zonation application and model under different ecological and
socio-economic development in Lake Bosomtwe Biosphere Reserve, Ghana



2.3. Transboundary biosphere reserves

Mont-Viso Transboundary Biosphere Reserve, France/Italy



: Zonation in the Bosques de Paz Transboundary Biosphere Reserve,
Ecuador/Peru



2.4. Multi-designated sites

Zonation in the Kafa Biosphere Reserve, Ethiopia



2.5. Cluster type biosphere reserve



2.6. Special case: overlapping biosphere reserves

very
special case



Overlapping biosphere reserves in Brazil
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3.1 Governance structure

3.1.1. Why is a governance structure necessary for biosphere reserves?



3.1.2. What is a governance structure and how does it work?



NGO governance model in the Dana Biosphere Reserve, Jordan



Local government-driven governance in biosphere reserves of the
Republic of Korea



Stakeholder-based governance structure of the Lower Morava Biosphere
Reserve, Czech Republic



The seven Brazilian biosphere reserves management and integration
system, decentralized and participative management



3.1.3. How to plan and implement a governance structure for biosphere reserves

3.2. Participatory planning

Organizational arrangements should be provided for the involvement and participation
of a suitable range of inter alia public authorities, local communities, and private
interests in the design and carrying out of the functions of a biosphere reserve.

3.2.1. Public authority

Isle of Man Biosphere Reserve



3.2.2. Local communities



Multiple municipality involvement in Nordhordland Biosphere Reserve,
Norway

3.2.3. Traditional authorities



Tsá Tué Biosphere Reserve, Canada

3.2.4. Civil society

The Gouritz Cluster Biosphere Reserve, South Africa



3.2.5. Private sector  

Private sector involvement in Pendjari Biosphere Reserve, Benin



3.2.6. Scientific community

Co-management of the Mount Arrowsmith Biosphere Region, Canada



3.3. Transboundary biosphere reserves

The Vosges du Nord-Pfälzerwald Transboundary Biosphere Reserve,
France/Germany



3.4. Multi-designated sites

Jeju Island Biosphere Reserve, Republic of Korea

3.5. The role and structure of National MAB Committees 
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4.1. Management plan



4.1.1. Why is a management plan necessary (i.e. what are its crucial benefits)?

4.1.2. What should a management plan include? 



Management plan of Waterberg Biosphere Reserve, South Africa

4.1.3. Issues to be addressed by a management plan



4.1.4. How to plan and draft a management plan

Step 1. Establishing a steering group and its working methods

Step 2. Collecting information and priorities from stakeholders and communities



Step 3. Developing a vision  

Step 4. Formulating goals and objectives aligned with the vision  

WNBR Action Plan

Step 5. Projects and interventions  

Elaborating a management plan in the Swabian Alb Biosphere Reserve,
Germany



4.1.5. How to implement a management plan



4.2. Policies and legislation

The South African Biosphere Reserve Strategy

Biosphere reserves in German Federal Environmental Law



4.3. Business plan

  

Business plan for the restoration of income generation in the Shouf
Biosphere Reserve, Lebanon



Project Green Economy in Biosphere Reserves (GEBR): a means to
biodiversity conservation, poverty reduction and sustainable development in Ghana,
Nigeria, sub-Saharan Africa and Tanzania



Self-funded trust to protect endangered species and increase local income
resources in the Hustai Nuruu Biosphere Reserve, Mongolia

4.3.1. Why is a business plan necessary?



4.3.2. What should a business plan address? 

4.3.3. How to start writing a business plan

4.3.4. How is a business plan structured?



Sources of income

Expenditure (and/or assets obtained without costs, and from which partner)



4.3.5. Funding models for biosphere reserves

Biosphere reserve funding models in South Africa

Funding of the Mbaracayú Forest Biosphere Reserve, Paraguay



Funding models for biosphere reserves in Brazil

4.4. Marketing strategy

4.4.1. Why is a marketing strategy sensible or even necessary?



4.4.2. What is a marketing strategy and what should it include?

Introduction and background. 

Internal analysis.



c. Marketing strategy:

d. Marketing finances/budget:

e. Monitoring and evaluation:

Marketing activities in the Volcanoes Biosphere Reserve, Rwanda



4.4.3. How to develop a brand for biosphere reserves

The UNESCO Biosphere Reserve logo

Directives on the use of the
name, logo, acronym and domain names of UNESCO





Own brand and logo



Branding of partners of the biosphere reserve and their products/services

4.4.4. Communication plan



4.4.4.1. Why is a communication strategy and plan necessary?

4.4.4.2. What is a communication plan and what should it include?



Communication in the political landscape of South Africa



4.4.4.3. How to draft and implement a communication plan

4.5. Transboundary biosphere reserves



4.6. Multi-designated sites

Comoé Biosphere Reserve, Côte d'Ivoire



Multi-designation in Brazilian biosphere reserves
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5.1. What data should biosphere reserves monitor?



5.2. Quality control

5.2.1. How to track the performance of a biosphere reserve



5.2.2. What tools can you use to monitor biosphere reserves?

Use of drones for ecological monitoring of great apes and their habitat in
Dja Biosphere Reserve (Cameroon), Luki Biosphere Reserve (Democratic Republic of
Congo), Niokolo Koba Biosphere Reserve (Senegal) and Badiar Biosphere Reserve
(Guinea) in collaboration with the National Museum of Natural History (France) and the
Sebitoli Chimpanzee Project (Uganda)



5.2.2.1. Systematic zoning and biosphere reserves

5.3. What does a functioning model of a biosphere reserve look like?



System of Indicators for the effective functioning of biosphere reserves
(SIRBA) in Argentina



5.4. Periodic review (Article 9, Statutory Framework)



5.4.1. What is the Process of Excellence?



5.4.2. How to prepare a report for the periodic review

Periodic review in the Rhön Biosphere Reserve, Germany.



5.5. Web-based information clearing house and information centre

Guidelines for web-based information clearing houses and information
centres in Chinese biosphere reserves



The Scientific Research Monitoring Information Platform for Chebaling
Biosphere Reserve in Guangdong Province, China

5.6. Transboundary biosphere reserves



Data Management in the Great Altai Transboundary Biosphere Reserve,
Russian Federation/Kazakhstan



5.7. Multi-designated sites





Challenges of multiple designations of the Socotra Archipelago, Yemen
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6.1. Scientific research

International Long-term Ecological Research (ILTER) Networks



6.2. Education and training

Kenya Green University Network



6.3. National biosphere reserve networks

Canadian Biosphere Reserve Association (CBRA)

6.4. Twinning of biosphere reserves



: The Malindi-Watamu Arabuko Sokoke (Kenya) and North Devon (United
Kingdom) Biosphere Reserves twinning project

6.5. Regional and thematic networks



: The African Biosphere Reserves Network

: The Pacific Man and the Biosphere Network

: The network of the National MAB Committees in Arab Countries



: The Ibero-American MAB Network



6.6. Other relevant networks of UNESCO, including UNESCO designations

a) UNITWIN/UNESCO Chairs
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b) Category 2 Centres and institutes

Region
Country Themes Name of centre

China

China

China
Republic of 
Korea
Democratic 
Republic of 
Congo

Spain

Macedonia



Iceland

c) UNESCO Associated Schools Network (ASPnet)

d) Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) networks

e) UNEVOC centres for technical and vocational education and training (TVET)



f) International Coalition of Inclusive and Sustainable Cities (ICCAR)

g) UNESCO Global Geoparks Network

h) The World Heritage Convention and its properties



i) Intangible heritage

j) UNESCO Water Family

6.7. Other networks and initiatives



International Model Forest Network (IMFN)
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